
 

 
 

Week 1: What are your goals? 
(Small- and large-scale language goals, and some personal goals too!) 

 

1: Small-scale language goals 

With your partner, discuss some of your small-scale goals. These are small, incremental, 
realizable goals, that your partner will (hopefully!) be able to help you with during the next 
ten weeks. By the end of the program, you should be able to say, “I accomplished this goal!” 
For example: 

 I want to learn to produce the English “th” sound, or the French “r” sound. 
 I want to learn the correct greetings for different levels of politeness (in Japan, this 

might include learning the correct angle to bow) 
 I want to be fluent enough to order a take-out meal, or a coffee at a café 
 I want to watch and understand a complete YouTube video/read a full chapter book 
 I want to know how to give directions to someone who is lost (or understand them 

when I am lost!) 
 I want to be able to have a full conversation with my partner’s mother in Arabic 

2: Large-scale language goals 

Now try to talk about some of your large-scale goals!  These might be some of the goals you 
had in mind when you began to learn your language. By the end of the program, you likely 
won’t feel that you have “accomplished” these goals, but you should feel that your partner 
has helped get you on the right track! For example: 

 I want to become fluent enough to live and work in Portugal 
 I want to improve my career opportunities 
 I want to improve my cultural understanding and awareness 
 I want to be able to travel to Mexico or Spain, and get around speaking only Spanish 
 I want to teach this language to others 
 I would like to become a tour guide in another country 
 I want to make friends in the BC Deaf community and communicate in American 

Sign Language with them



 

 
 

3: Personal goals 

What else do you enjoy doing outside of learning new languages? Pretend that it’s New 
Year’s Eve, and you’re making a resolution for the semester. Or, think about your “bucket 
list”. What new activity do you want to try this semester? What do you want to achieve 
during the course of your life? Some of your personal goals might include: 

 Training to run a 10km marathon 
 Remembering to drink 2 litres of water every day 
 Learning to horseback ride 
 Attend a huge festival, like Tomatina in Spain, or the Vancouver Pillowfight Flash 

Mob in the spring 
 Have a weekly group dinner with friends 
 Cook a new dish every week (or learn one really great dish!) 

4: Professional and academic goals 

Something you and your partner likely have in common is that you are both students at 
UBC (or maybe you’re lucky and were matched with a faculty or staff member!). Either way, 
you may want to discuss some of your professional and academic goals.  

 I want to write a thesis or dissertation in Farsi 
 I want to participate in an international exchange program to the Netherlands, and 

successfully pass all of my courses in Dutch 
 I want to work in a bilingual office 
 I want to work for the Canadian government, so I need to improve my 

French/English 
 I want to learn how to code websites 


