
 

 
 

Week 4: Do we see colour differently? 
(Exploring how each culture views colour) 

 

1: Basic vocabulary 

 Can you name each of these colours? 
 ______________________________ _____________________________ ___________________________ 
 ______________________________ _____________________________ ___________________________ 
 ______________________________ _____________________________ ___________________________ 
 ______________________________ _____________________________ ___________________________ 
 ______________________________ _____________________________ ___________________________ 

 What are the names for compound colours like these? How about other ones? 

 

 light blue 
 lime green 
 hot pink 
 baby blue 

 __________________________ 
 __________________________ 
 __________________________ 
 __________________________ 

 

2: Talking about colours 

 Which one is your favourite colour? 
 Name some objects that are known for each of these colours. 
 What colour is your room?  

  



 

 
 

3: Colour idioms 

An idiom is an expression that can only be understood as a whole. For example, even if you 
understand every word in the sentence, “The grass is always greener on the other side”, 
without understanding the expression as a whole, there is no way to tell that this means, 
“No matter how great your life is, someone else’s life will always look better to you”.  

Picture a goat standing in a field. He is eating some delicious, lush, green grass. Suddenly he 
notices another goat, eating grass on the other side of a fence. Because he can’t access that 
grass, he thinks to himself, “That grass looks greener than my grass. I wish I had what he 
has.” 

What are some idiomatic expressions that use colour in your language? 
 to have a heart of 

gold 
 passer une nuit 

blanche  
 青二才 (あおにさ

い) 

 to come out of the 
blue 

 avoir le feu vert 
 白い目で見る(し

ろいめでみる) 

 to be caught red-
handed 

 el príncipe azul 
 戴绿帽子          

 하늘이 노랗다  

 ponerse rojo  
 不分青紅皂白 

 새빨간 거짓말   

 máš zlaté ručičky 
 aralarina kara 

kedi girdi   

 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 
 _____________________ 

 

4: Colour and culture 

 In your country, do you use colour to represent holidays? 
 Is there any significance of certain colours in your culture? 

o (e.g.,  in many western cultures, white represents purity or peace). 
 How about other non-metaphorical uses of colours? 

o (Red is also the colour for stop signs, warnings, and is the colour teachers 
usually use to mark homework). 

 Do people wear certain colours when they feel a certain way or for a particular 
event? 

o (e.g., wearing black at a funeral; pink for baby girls, blue for baby boys). 
 If you have time, try to play a game of Eye Spy with your partner! 

o If you have never heard of this game, the rules are: 
o Look around the room for an object of a specific colour. For example, I see a 

green chair in the corner of the room. 
o Say to your partner, “I spy with my little eye, something that is green.” 
o Your partner takes turns guessing what you “spied”: “Is it the grass outside?” 

“Is it my socks?” “Is it the avocado in that burrito?” 
o When your partner has guessed the correct answer, it is their turn to “spy 

something with their little eye”!  


