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Week 8: What type of situation might I 
need help with? 

 (Tips for success in situations that are encountered in different cultures) 

 

1: Basic vocabulary 

 How do you say the following words in your language? (Or, if target language is 
English, help your partner understand what these words mean). 
 
-Breakfast ___________________________ 

Sneeze _______________________________ 

- kiss ______________________________ 

-shake hands ______________________ 

-Embarrassing_______________________ 

-Presentation ________________________ 

-Doctor’s office ______________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-What do I do? ______________________ 

-How should I act? __________________ 

-Polite ________________________________ 

-Thank you __________________________ 

-You’re welcome ____________________ 

-Situation/scenario _________________ 

-Confusing ___________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 

-_______________________________________ 
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2: Simple situation 

With your partner, act out a situation you might encounter, as if it were happening in the 
present. Ask your partner lots of questions: “Do I shake your hand?” “Do I sit beside you, or 
is it important where I sit?” “Is it okay to compliment that person on their appearance?” 

3: Complex situation 

Now think of another situation you might encounter. This time you don’t have to act it out, 
you can just discuss it. Continue to ask a lot of questions! For example, “I am going to 
Germany this summer. If I were to go out for dinner there, how should I act? Should I leave 
a tip? How will the server treat me? What kind of food is common, and how should I eat it? 
What condiments are typical? Is it okay to put salt on my food before tasting it?” 

4: Discussion of cross-cultural situations 

When entering a foreign culture, you cannot always react to events or actions in the same 
way that you might in your home country! 

Remember a situation in which you have been in the past. How did you act? Did you act in 
the correct way? If not, were you embarrassed? Confused? How did the person you were 
with react? Did they laugh? Were they angry? Did you have to pay a fine? How would that 
situation have taken place in your culture? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


